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Abstract

Greece in the nineteenth century was a study in contrasts and antinomies. Nationalism and xenolatry, democracy and favouritism alongside Enlightenment and conservative ideologies were some of the elements that created the amalgam that was Greek intellectual life. In this context, the small number of Greek scientists, most of them with studies in prestigious European institutions, worked almost exclusively in the University and Polytechnic School of Athens. In this study, our aim is to examine the image of science they painted when they gave the inaugural speeches of their professorship, addressed the public or wrote textbooks. Inaugural and public speeches, alongside textbooks, were paramount to programmatic declarations. Thus, they are prime historiographical sources for documenting the working of a scientific community deeply embedded in an ideologically laden environment, where strong scientific institutions were absent and Normal Science in the Kuhnian sense was all that could be hoped for. 

C. Stefanidou, K. Tampakis, D. Stavrou, C. Skordoulis, Teaching and Learning Energy Transformations in the Context of Environmental Crisis ( , Hands-on Science: Bridging the Science and Society Gap, Rethymnon, Crete, 25-31 July 2010
Abstract. In this paper, we present a research aimed at recognizing the teaching and learning procedures of pre-service teachers regarding experimental apparatus that use two exemplary renewable and low impact energy sources, the photovoltaic and the hydrogen cell. In order to collect the data, experimental interviews, the so called “teaching experiment” were used. The interviews lasted three hours and consisted of the serial presentation and discussion of the photovoltaic experiment, the fuel cell experiment and the combinatory experiment. Data was analyzed using qualitative content analysis methods. Results show that most students were able to give adequate answers concerning the energy conversions that take place in the photovoltaic cell and in the fuel cell
C. Tampakis, C. Skordoulis, The many faces of textbooks: Science, education and science education in the early Greek Modern State (1838-1931) ( , Archives Internationales D' Histoire Des Sciences, Vol 60
Abstract: In the paper, we present the findings of a research conducted on a corpus of 493 textbooks published in Greece from 1835 to 1931. By a hybrid quantitative/qualitative analysis we aim to find how science textbooks appeared in Greece, who did they interact with the scientific community and the turbulent context of the period and how did they function within mainstream education. We identified five actants, whose interplay defined the field: The publishers, the authors, the intended readers, the Greek state and the scientific disciplines themselves. Our findings show that textbooks appear as artefacts poised between science and society which do not only mediate but often form the scientific practices that makes them possible. 
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