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This paper studies the reception of Ernst Haeckel’s (1834-1919) ideas in Greece during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Ernst Haeckel was a very controversial figure associated with the group of German materialists, such as Büchner, Moleschsott and Vogt (Mitchell 1978). Today is widely known due to his work on the foundations of the science of Ecology in his “Generelle Morfologie der Organismen”.
Haeckel was a proponent of physicalism (physiocratic materialism) and a strong advocate of the Darwinian theory of evolution (Gliboff 2008).

During 1890-1891, a series of 21 articles written by Haeckel appeared in the greek scientific journal “Prometheus” under the general title “History of natural creation or on the theory of evolution”. This is the first extensive written introduction of the ideas of Darwinian evolution in Greece and follows the translation in greek of Büchner's 'Power and Matter' in 1882. Haeckel’s articles charged further an already polemical climate among the greek intellectuals characterized by the intervention of various religious cyrcles associated with the orthodox church. The bastion for the attack on Haeckel was the rival journal “Anaplassis”, an antimaterialistic and anti-darwinian publication.

The publication of the articles in “Prometheus”, was followed by the publication in greek of two of Haeckel’s works: “Monism” (1911) and of the “Descent of Man” (1911) both translated by Andreas Farmakopoulos and published in Athens by Fexis.

These publications followed by a second round of debates with materialism being the central issue. The debate continued after Haeckel’s death. The journal “Grammata” (No 40, pp. 99-112) on the occasion of his death in 1919 published an obituary that was rather an evaluation and critique of his ideas.

Even a few years later, when the journal “Scientific Encyclopedeia” commenced publication in 1923 the debate over Haeckel’s ideas continues with the publication of pro- and anti- articles.

Although a number of different issues arise from the discussion of Haeckel’s ideas, this work focuses on the materialism – idealism controversy and the axes on which the controversy is centered. This controversy is still relevant in our days with certain aspects of the science – religion dipole influencing not only scientific research but science education as well. 
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