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Summary 

The eminent Hellene (Greek) enlightener, the monk Demetrious-Daniel Philippides (1755-1832), with his translation of Brisson’s work “Elements or Physicochemical Principles”, in 1801, introduced the chemical nomenclature of Lavoisier to the Hellenic-speaking regions in the Ottoman Empire. Philippides, already an advocate of “experimental” philosophy and an opponent of Aristotelianism, adopted the new “metaphysics” according to which Nature is rendered the primacy into the philosophical pursuit and science. 

The Lockean empiricist-epistemological position of Philippides encounters Lavoisier’s chemical nomenclature under the influence of Condillac’s epistemology and philosophy of language, and this seems to be originated from the same epistemological principles, the same "metaphysics" that Lavoisier himself exhibited in the preface of his work: Traite Elementaire. 

Philippides’ approach, of course, was not determined so much by scientific-epistemological terms which concern the production and reproduction of scientific knowledge, or by the particularities that result from the spread and production of scientific knowledge in the new environment – besides, as we know, Institutes, Academies etc are non-existent in the Hellenic-speaking regions at the time.  It mostly derived from his own empiricist-philosophical thinking, it dealt exclusively with the Chemical Nomenclature per se with the aim of perfecting Chemistry, in the frames of the already formulated Hellenic didactic traditions and, thus, encountered  Lavoisier’s educational proposal.

From  a pedagogical  and  educational  viewpoint  Philippides’ proposal, by laying stress on the  perfection of chemical language, constituted  an example of an attempt to re-establish objective knowing since he encourages the idea of a national language acting as a tool for learning based on the chemical language and, on the other hand, submitted the need for a "cultural revolution" in the emerging, new social Hellenic-speaking classes. 

From a conceptual standpoint, in a pro-scientific stage, the acceptance of Lavoisier’s  language by Philippides,  in the frames of the Newtonian didactic tradition in the Hellenic-speaking regions, it is nothing less than the production of a “natural  chymistry” which can sustain itself so much in  elective  affinities as in the conjunction of Lockean  substratum and Lavoisean  element.
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